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WELCOME ABOARD
The Benghazi Express

WE NEED YOU
To join your mates on the Benghazi Express over the Long Weekend, 5—7 October 2013 to fight the German Troops who will attack
the train twice somewhere between Woolshed Flat and Quorn. It is
believed there could be disguised German Soldiers on the train
ready to assist their comrades when the train is attacked. The
German troops will be supported by vehicles and aircraft strafing
the train. So speak to the wife and organise your leave passes
NOW. Help your mates fight off the attacks. More updates in future magazines.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOU JOINING US
Pichi Richi Troop Train from Pt Augusta to Quorn

Aubrey Kevin ( Boyce ) SCHULZ
11 March 1931 - 17 March 2013
It is with a deep sense of sadness we report the passing of one of our members
Boyce and Mary had been married for 58 years and had three children
The executive and members of the WVCG wish to extend their condolences
to all the members of the extended Schulz family
In accordance with Boyce’s wishes he was peacefully laid to rest in the
Port Germein Cemetery
Boyce was a long time active WVCG club member and he will be remembered
for his great deal of knowledge and fabulous stories from earlier times.
- PEACEFULLY AT REST -

NEWS FROM COROWA
We have received some bad news from Corowa. After another good year, 2013
will be remembered for the tragic news of a terrible accident resulting in the
death of well known VMVC member , 57 year old Mike Edwards from
Victoria who was killed on his way home from Corowa when his vehicle had a
blow out resulting in a roll over. Mike was well know regular at the Corowa
Swim Ins.
We were advised of the death another Corowa regular, Charlie Anderson
who passed away on Sunday March 2013. Ex president of the Qld Jeep Club.
The executive and members of WVCG express their sincere condolences to the
families of Mike Edwards and Charlie Anderson, they will be sadly missed.

NEW HAMPSHIRE RESTORATION

Phil Waterman’s beautifully restored vehicles.

Phil WATERMAN lives in New Hampshire . United States of America. He is one of
those once in a lifetime sort of chaps who come along as an inspiration to us novice
restorers. His dedication and detail to his restoration work is second to none. His restored vehicles are a credit to him and an inspiration to all those interested in restoring their WW2 vehicles back to their pristine condition.
I regularly go on the internet, as no doubt some of you do and view the MLU
(Maple Leaf UP) Forum site and follow Phil’s restoration work. He also has his own
website which is a must for all restorers. hhpt://canadianmilitarypattern.com
I highly recommend Phil’s site and you will be amazed at what you will find to assist your restoration work. You will not be disappointed. Nothing is overlooked and
Phil’s ideas, knowledge and support to fellow restorers is a must read. Phil can also
be viewed on the MLU Forum under the heading of; “New Hampshire CMP Barn”.

REPORT FROM RICKS BARN

Etch primed and ready for the undercoat.

Rick on his back attacking the underside.

The day was warm with wind—a perfect day for the regular visitors to Rick’s Barn
who come to assist with work on Ricks Lynx. The vehicle has been stripped to the
chassis, etch primed ready for an undercoat of rust prevention paint.

Barry, Allan and Mick supervising Rick on
how the job “should be done.”

The finished rust prevention undercoat.

Regular WVCG members Mick Jenner, Allan Newton, Tony Van Rhoda and Rick’s
father in-law Barry all pitched in to help Rick on the day. Fiona as always provided
the hard workers with a nourishing lunch.
Rick applying the final Desert Colour to the frame.

After drying the frame was moved by crane.

The chassis frame back in the shed for further restoration work to begin.

The guys always have a lot of fun attending Rick’s Barn. There is always something
to do. Lots of good natured banter and advice as how certain things should be done.
There is always a lot to learn working around different vehicles from those who
have the expert knowledge to impart on those of us who are still novices and hungry to actually put our hands on those great old historical vehicles. I for one always
look forward to visiting Rick’s Barn. I am sure my sentiments are shared by the
other regular visitors.
Allan Newton’s Lynx waiting for the new
armour plate.

Rear Radiator armour plate painted and
ready for fitting back onto the Lynx.

SPECIAL CLUB EVENT
The Noarlunga Sea Scouts have asked our members to participate in a “Special
Event” with a Military theme. The vent will be held at the W.M. Hunt Reserve,
River Road Port Noarlunga. ( See the map below ) on Wednesday 10 April 1900
to 2100 Hr’s.
We ask that you participate and bring along your vehicle to be put on display
for the sea Scout Troop. NOW we know it is a mid week show and at night. But
if the kids can come out why not you...
For any additional information contact.
Adam BURGE. aburge@hotmail.com

COROWA—RUMOUR
It has come to our notice that Allan Newton who is
a long time WVCG club member had a real battle
with a formidable Mr Jack Daniels. He lost the battle and was still a sad and sorry sight the next day.

The Winner

The SEARCH for the BOOZERS COMMITTEE
By Tony VAN RHODA.
In 1993 I was given a 10 Yen Japanese note from my brother Eric. As we had both
served in the Armed Forces, we thought there could be an interesting story behind
the note and the names listed on it. At first I thought they could have been prisoners
of war, but I couldn’t see the Japanese giving our servicemen money, let alone alcohol, to form a “Boozers Committee”. The note intrigued me and set a challenge for
me to want to identify and locate the servicemen who set up the Boozers Committee.
This was such a typical thing Australian servicemen would do.
The note was misplaced and it wasn’t until early February 2013 that I found the 10
Yen note again amongst some old photographs in a family photo album. Now that I
had the note again I knew I had to start my investigation some 20 years on. The ink
on the note had started to fade some, but four names were still legible. These were
later identified by Mike CECIL ex Australian War Museum, as:
NX191133. Corporal. R. Holden. - NX136344. Lance Corporal. H Clarke.
NX206814. Private. N. Whiting
- NX142085. Private. P. Corfield.
All were members of: 123 Transport Platoon. RAASC. BCOF. Japan.
The men were all part of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force who were
sent to Japan at the end of WW2. Now that I had some genuine names the hunt to
locate these men was on. The BOCF Association tried to assist and advised they
only had two surviving members registered as having served with; 123 Transport
Platoon RAASC in Japan. Mr. R. Berryman. Blackalls NSW and Mr N. Whiting in
Molong NSW. But only Mr. Ron Berryman’s phone was still connected.
I interviewed Mr Ron Berryman, who advised he was only with; 123 Transport Platoon in Japan between March and September 1948. He was later transferred to Iwo
Jima to drive ambulances. He said he did not know Noel Whiting. Enquiries were
made in Molong NSW and I confirmed Noel Whiting had previously lived in
Molong but left Molong the previous month to live with his daughter.
The Molong RSL confirmed Noel had been a member and had transferred his membership to Penrith RSL. The RSL gave me Noel’s new home address. I sent Noel a
letter with a photograph of the 10 Yen Japanese note hoping he was the correct N.
Whiting. Five days later I received a phone call from Noel’s daughter regarding my
letter and she put Noel on the phone. He said he received a bit of a shock when he
saw the photograph and recognised his handwriting on the note.
We got into an informal conversation about his Army service, his time in Japan and
the loss of so many mates who had succumbed to cancer. Noel confirmed the names

on the note were genuine. I asked about the “Boozers Committee” and what could
he remember. He laughed and said he couldn’t remember much as he was now 88
years old and his memory was not as good as it used to be. I asked if the committee
was something formal. Noel said, from what he could remember a group of mates
always drank at the same bar and from what he could remember after more than a
few drinks, someone suggested they form a committee, someone suggested The
“Boozers Committee” and all the names were placed on a 10 Yen note. He said from
what he could remember the committee were just a bunch of mates who always
drank together. I told him that was such a typical Australian serviceman thing to do.

The 10 Yen
Note.
With the
Boozers Committee names
on it.

Left.
Noel Whiting
in Japan
1946—1947.
Right.
Noel Whiting
today at 88
years - 2013.

I asked about some of the other names on the note that were still visible, Noel said,
Ron Holden (deceased) was his Roommate. He lost contact with Clarke and Corfield
(Deceased) some time ago. I asked Noel about his military service. He said that after
he joined up he was posted to Bathurst NSW Army Barracks. 123 Transport Platoon
was formed there as part of BCOF and from there they were deployed to Japan.
They sailed on the HMAS Duntroon, the voyage took 29 days to sail to Japan and on
the way the ship stopped to shelter at various islands due to a Tsunami warning and
a very sick soldier.
Noel served in Japan from March 1946 to October 1947. They were stationed at a
Field Transport Company in Kaitaichi Barracks 6 miles from Hiroshima. On the 14th
March 1947 the barrack burned down. Driver. NX207052 Private; Ronald Cyril
Downey died in the fire and 123 Transport Platoon were moved to a town called
Hiro. Noel recalls they had a Sergeant. Col Lander who was a former Desert Rat of
Tobruk, their O.C. was Captain. Doug Parbery, (deceased). Noel suggested the other
names on the note were:- A. Avnel and B. Lobb. Private Ronald Downey was buried
at the Yokohama War Cemetery.
17th March 1947. Japan
Soldiers of 123 transport
Platoon approaching the
gravesite at the BCOF
Cemetery for the funeral
of Driver, R. C. Downey
who died in the fire
which destroyed his units
barracks.

Noel recalls that on one occasion, he and a couple of his mates. Pete Barlogue and
Noel Watten decided to have their photograph taken. They went into a gift shop,
opposite the main gate of the Kaitaichi Barracks that had a photographic studio.
As they waited to have their photographs taken, 4 young Japanese men came in
and spoke to the people in the shop. (In Japanese). After the 4 men had left Noel
asked the people in the shop if they had been threatened. They told the Aussies that
if they served the Australian soldiers their shop would be burned down. Times
were hard for the Japanese and he said that when he arrived in Japan, the people
were starving and no way of making a living.
I found Noel Whiting to be a lovely old gentleman to talk to. He is one of those
many Australian diggers who have been forgotten by all sides of our political parties since WW2. The BCOF Australian soldiers sent to Japan were allocated an
area and lived in a highly contaminated area after the Atomic bomb was dropped
on Hiroshima. The contamination of radiation has cut their numbers to less than
2000 still alive today.
The BCOF (Japan) Association of Australia has, and is, fighting hard for recognition of these men who have been treated shamefully as have other returned soldiers
from Korea, Vietnam and National Servicemen. ( Finally recognised with a
medal. )
The BCOF association has answered the Prime Minister’s statement to review disallowed recommendations to the Clarke Review. The following was submitted on
behalf of the 700 members of the BCOF Association by their Honorary Secretary.
James Patterson. He is 88 years of age and still fighting with that “Aussie Digger”
spirit. When I interviewed him I was impressed by the determination of this old
soldier who informed me will die fighting the government for his members.
Most Australians do not know much about our Australian lads that served in the
BCOF in Japan after their defeat. I hope by giving some insight others will speak
up for these True Aussie Diggers.
The Australian occupation of Japan constituted a unique set of circumstances and
cannot be compared accurately with any similar situations applying elsewhere at
the time or since then:The circumstances of the Japanese surrender, the uncertainty of Japan adhering to
it. There was no certainty that this would occur and our forces entered Japan with
the knowledge there could be resistance encountered. Members of that force know
there were attempts at provocation of our forces although these were played down
and other reasons given.
The location of the Australian forces in the Hiroshima Prefecture this being the site
of the first US atomic bomb attack on Japan. The extremely hazardous

of the first US atomic bomb attack on Japan. The extremely hazardous nature of the
military undertaken including the destruction of Japans largest poison gas facility
together with an enormous amount of armament, a large proportion in hidden stores
that had to be discovered and disposed of.
A feature of the Japanese capitulation was that it rested upon the obligation placed
on the Japanese people by the Emperor to abide by the surrender arrangements at the
time and during the initial period of the occupation when some 6.5 million Japanese
military personnel were being demobilised under the strict control of American
Forces and the 35,000 personnel comprising the Commonwealth Occupation Force
(BCOF).
Apart from the potential threat from Japanese nationals, the allotted Australia area of
operations was Hiroshima Prefecture and therefore BCOF personnel were continually at risk of a consequence of earlier military action( i.e.) The dropping of the
atomic bomb on Hiroshima, the implications of which were imperfectly understood
and generally ignored. The very act of dropping the atomic bomb on Hiroshima in
itself created an operational military area the nature of which was unprecedented and
the significance of which was not recognised at that time and we believe that belief
still exists today.
The Australian Government was quite prepared to and did place all Australian forces
in Japan under the operational control of the US Commanders in Japan. The Australian Commander in Chief Lt General Northcott in 1946 recommended that the
BCOF area be declared an operational area and gave reasons for this recommendation. He was the commanding officer on the spot where operations were taking place
and was aware of all the circumstances that caused this recommendation to be made.
The decision of the Australian Government to go against this recommendation was
political and resulted in the setting aside of all recommendations for due recognition
and benefits for Australian BCOF Personnel. No attempt was made as a duty of care
to recognise let alone act upon the fact that Australian Forces in Japan were operating in an area that had been directly contaminated by an Atomic Bomb, no attempt
appears to have been made in the time since the occupation to recognise the reasons
put forward by the Commander in Chief that the occupation of Japan was a war time
operation and without doubt in a wartime operational area.
It is now time for our Government after so many years to recognise the efforts and
suffering by ex BCOF veterans and award them their medals, benefits, nominal roll
and acknowledgement of a job well done.
Tony Van Rhoda.
Editor
Nasho News. & WVCG Magazines

BAND OF BROTHERS
“Shifty”
S/Sgt. Darrel Powers
Shifty died on Jan. l7
after fighting cancer

Shifty volunteered for the airborne in WWII and served with Easy Company of the 506th
Parachute Infantry Regiment, part of the 101st Airborne Infantry. If you've seen Band of
Brothers on HBO or the History Channel, you know Shifty. His character appears in all 10
episodes, and Shifty himself is interviewed in several of them.
I met Shifty in the Philadelphia airport several years ago. I didn't know who he was at the
time. I just saw an elderly gentleman having trouble reading his ticket. I offered to help, assured him that he was at the right gate, and noticed the "Screaming Eagle," the symbol of
the 101st Airborne, on his hat. Making conversation, I asked him if he'd been in the 101st
Airborne or if his son was serving. He said quietly that he had been in the 101st.
I asked him when he served, and how many jumps he made. Quietly and humbly, he said
"Well, I guess I signed up in 1941 or so, and was in until sometime in 1945 ..." At that point,
again, very humbly, he said "I made the 5 training jumps at Toccoa, and then I jumped into
Normandy . . . do you know where Normandy is?"
I told him "yes, I know exactly where Normandy is, and I know what D-Day was." He said. "I
also made a second jump into Holland , into Arnhem ." I was standing with a genuine war
hero ... and then I realized that it was June, just after the anniversary of D-Day.
I asked Shifty if he was on his way back from France , and he said. "Yes... And its real sad
because, these days, so few of the guys are left, and those that are, lots of them can't make the
trip." My heart was in my throat and I didn't know what to say.
There was no parade — No wall-to-wall, back-to-back 24x7 news coverage - No weeping
fans on television
And that's not right! “Rest in Peace, Shifty”.
Chuck Yeager, Maj. General [ret.]

FOR SALE
Original Brass Fire Extinguisher.
Ready for restoration.
Priced for a quick sale. $60.00 Contact.
Tony Van Rhoda. Phone: 08 8391 1864

VIEWS of COROWA 2013

VALE
Mike Edwards
Mike was killed
when his vehicle
rolled on his way
home from
Corowa in 2013

FESTIVAL OF HISTORY
HELD AT OLD REYNELLA
The Festival of History was held at Old Reynella on the 9th—10th March 2013.
This was the first time the event was held and it will be a regular event each year
over the March long weekend. Each year there will be a different venue and theme.
Like all new events there were a few minor hic-cups, which was to be expected .

Some of the WVCG Members who participated in the paraded are seen here driving their
beloved Jeeps were; Mick Jenner, RAN Tony Van Rhoda DESERT and Aaron Fell. MUT.

Andrew TOSTEVIN with

his beautifully turned out WW2 Radio Truck . Fully operational and
actually working to the visiting public’s enjoyment. The complete vehicle is now For sale.

PHOTOS of the FESTIVAL of HISTORY
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Aaron FELL.
Rick SHEARMAN and Aaron FELL.
Mick JENNER.
Hugh DAVIS and Aaron FELL.

ITEMS FOR SALE
MEMBERS WISHING TO SELL ANY ITEMS ARE REQUESTED TO FORWARD
ALL DETAILS OF ITEMS FOR SALE AND INCLUDE A PHOTOGRAPH , TO THE
EDITOR. Tony VAN RHODA. Via to email: gumbrae@arcom.com.au - or Post to.
Tony Van Rhoda. 49 Barton Circuit Mount Barker SA 5251.

FOR SALE or SWAP
Phil HOADLEY has a rear script
panel surplus to needs. He will
swap it for Jeep parts or make an
offer. If interested contact Phil on
0400 082 996 or email
goketsu@adam.com.au

CLEARING SALE
Alan NEWTON is having a
clearing sale and nearly everything he has is going up for sale.
So if you are looking for parts
give Allan a call and secure
your items.
Contacted Alan for details of all
Items on sale.
Mobile: 04286 685 463
Alan_n@bigpond.net.au

