BARTREAD
USS LEXINGTON FOUND AFTER SHE WAS
SUNK IN THE BATTLE OF CORAL SEA

On the 4th May 2018 we celebrate the 76th anniversary of the Battle of
the Coral Sea in World War II. In this special “Bartread” edition we remember the bitterly fought battle off the coast of Australia.
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USS Lexington: The WWII aircraft
carrier was found 76 years after it
sank in the Battle of the Coral Sea
The USS Lexington was found 3km (2 miles) underwater in the Coral Sea, about 800km off
Australia's east coast. The ship was lost in the Battle of the Coral Sea, fought with Japan
from 4-8 May 1942. More than 200 crew members died in the fighting. The US Navy confirmed the ship had been discovered by a search team led by Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen. Pictures showed the wreck to be well preserved. The discovery of the Lexington, along
with 11 of its 35 aircraft, was made by Mr Allen's company Vulcan. An exciting announcement regarding USS Lexington (CV-2)! Though Lexington was lost in the Battle of the Coral
Sea, the valiant efforts of her men crippled IJN carriers Shōkaku and Zuikaku so that they were
unable to take part at Midway, setting the stage for an Allied victory. Admiral Harry Harris, head
of the US Pacific Command, praised the discovery. "As the son of a survivor of the USS Lexington, I offer my congratulations to Paul Allen and the expedition crew of Research Vessel (R/V)
Petrel for locating the 'Lady Lex'," he said. The Battle of the Coral Sea is considered a key moment in halting Japan's advance in the Pacific during the war. "Lexington was on our priority list
because she was one of the capital ships that was lost during WWII.

The wreck of a US aircraft carrier that was sunk during World War Two has been
found of the Queensland coast of Australia.
3 The ships name is clearly visible.

Pictures from the seabed taken by the Petrel show the Lexington's nameplate and guns. Some of the ship's
aircraft are also shown in remarkably good condition after 75 years

The ship will not be retrieved because the US Navy considers it to be a war grave. Mr Kraft said it had taken about six months of planning to locate the ship.
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Last year, Vulcan discovered the wreck of the USS Indianapolis, which sank in July 1945. It has found
other vessels including a Japanese warship, the Musashi, and an Italian naval vessel, Artigliere - both
from the same era.

New image of an undetonated torpedo near the wreckage site. Of the 5 torpedoes USS Phelps launched to scuttle the USS Lexington, we believe this was likely one of the two that were duds.
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“Lady Lex” went down with 35 planes. So far, RV Petrel has found 11 of them. Here’s a look at two Douglas TBD-1 Devastators, resting on top of each other, and a close up of a Grumman F4F-3 Wildcat.

The Lexington was carrying 35 aircraft when it went down. The search team said that 11 planes had been found
including Douglas TBD-1 Devastators, Douglas SBD-3 Dauntlessness and Grumman F4F-3 Wildcats. Search
teams led by Allen have discovered the wreckage of a number of historic warships including the USS Indianapolis, a US heavy cruiser that sank in the Philippine Sea in July 1945 after being torpedoed by a Japanese submarine
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We've located the USS Lexington after she sank 76 years ago. RV Petrel found the WWII
aircraft carrier & planes more than 3000m (~2mi) below Coral Sea near Australia. We remember her brave crew. The Pacific Rim is extremely susceptible to natural disasters and
well deserves its "Ring of Fire" moniker. The US Army must be able to deploy a sizable force
on short notice to counter a significant threat or provide a large humanitarian response.

Admiral Harris attended a Ceremonial Honor Guard in Canberra, in advance of his meetings with Australian
officials and others through the course of the week, culminating with MILREPS - a strategic forum to improve
cooperation between U.S. and Australian defense forces.
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The hospital ship USNS Mercy departed after a weekend visit to Hawaii

U.S. and New Zealand leaders - including Adm. Harris, Scott Brown, Lt. Gen. Tim Keating, and
Minister of Defence Ron Mark NZF - laid stones from Pearl Harbor and Taranaki in a ceremony blessing the site of a U.S. war memorial. 8

Kevin Baron Retweeted Paul Allen. Meanwhile... "
As the son of a survivor of the USS Lexington, I offer my congratulations,"writes Admiral Harry Harris. "
Our Navy's strength comes from those who have gone before. This is
our heritage."Kevin Baron added.

The wreckage of a US aircraft carrier credited with helping
save Australia from possible Japanese invasion during World
In May 1942, the USS Lexington, along with 216 of its crew and 35 aircraft, was lost during the
Battle of the Coral Sea. Seventy-six years later, a search led by US billionaire Paul Allen has now
located the wreckage around 800 kilometres off the coast of Queensland. The USS Lexington's
resting place — or at least the rough location — had been known for some time, but this expedition
captured the first photographs of the warship since it went down in WWII. Video from Research
Vessel Petrel captures the moment the crew noticed the iconic vessel's nameplate lurking beneath
layers of barnacles and debris at the bottom of the ocean. Team leader Mr Allen, who co-founded
Microsoft with Bill Gates, has invested heavily in under-sea exploration. Who is Paul Allen;

Paul Allen co-founded Microsoft with
Bill Gates in 1975. He's now estimated
to be worth $21.8 billion. He's pledged
to give away the majority of his fortune and has so far donated $2 billion
to various causes. He's heavily invested in technology, science, conservation and exploration. It was his research vessel in 2017 that discovered
the wreckage of USS Indianapolis —
an American ship that sank in WWII
when it was torpedoed by a Japanese
submarine.
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His research vessel has discovered several other wrecks including that of another warship, the
USS Indianapolis, last year. "To pay tribute to the USS Lexington and the brave men that served
on her is an honour," he said in a statement. "As Americans, all of us owe a debt of gratitude to
everyone who served and who continue to serve our country for their courage, persistence and
sacrifice."

How 'Lady Lex' went down.

USS Lexington, nicknamed "Lady Lex", was originally designed as a battlecruiser but was converted into an early aircraft carrier for the US Navy. Lady Lex took part in the Battle of the Coral
Sea along and was credited with helping stop the Japanese advance in the Pacific during World
War II. In the months before the Lexington went down, Japan had attacked the US battleship
fleet at Pearl Harbour, and it was feared an invasion of Australia was imminent. Japanese forces
had formed a solid defensive perimeter and were looking for ways to strengthen their gain and cut
the lines of communication between Australia and the west coast of the US. After a days-long
stand-off between Japanese and Allied forces in the Coral Sea, the Lexington was defeated on
May 8. Along with the USS Yorktown, Lady Lex had launched a number of bombers, torpedo bombers and fighters, but the combat air patrol did not have enough fuel to intercept attacks from
Japanese bombers. The Lexington, larger and less manoeuvrable than the Yorktown, was hit on
both sides by multiple torpedoes and bombs.

USS Lexington under attack in the Coral Sea, on May 8, 1942 during the Battle of the Coral Sea.
She managed to survive and continue deploying aircraft for several hours. And it was not until a
secondary explosion causing uncontrolled fires that Lady Lex finally went down. The carrier was
torpedoed and sunk by 8:00pm, and 216 crew were lost.
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USS Lexington went down after it was torpedoed by Japanese forces in the Battle of the Coral Sea.

In this 1942 file photo, crew abandons the USS Lexington after the decks of the aircraft carrier sunk in the Battle of the Coral Sea during World War II.
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"To pay tribute to the USS Lexington and the brave men that served on her is an honour," Allen
said. "As Americans, all of us owe a debt of gratitude to everyone who served and who continue to
serve our country for their courage, persistence and sacrifice." The battle helped stop a Japanese
advance that could have cut off Australia and New Guinea from Allied sea supply routes and crippled two Japanese carriers, leading to a more conclusive U.S. victory at sea a month later at the
Battle of Midway.

A Grumman F4F-3 Wildcat was discovered amongst the wreckage from the USS Lexington on one of the aircraft an emblem of the cartoon character Felix the Cat could be seen
as well as four miniature Japanese flags which reportedly indicated "kills". The wreck
was found two miles beneath the surface of the sea.

Preserved aircraft could be clearly seen on the seabed. 12

"We honour the valour and sacrifice of the Lady Lex's sailors - and all those Americans
who fought in World War II - by continuing to secure the freedoms they won for all of
us," he said. “This is our heritage.” The four-day battle has been credited with helping to
save Australia from a full-scale Japanese invasion. Mr Allen’s search missions have discovered numerous wrecks in recent years, assisted by developments in underwater search
technology. His teams have discovered the wreck of the USS Ward, credited with firing
America’s first shots in World War II, the Japanese battleship Musashi, and the ship’s
bell from the British battle cruiser HMS Hood, which was sunk by the German warship
Bismarck in 1941. “As Americans, all of us owe a debt of gratitude to everyone who
served and who continue to serve our country for their courage, persistence and sacrifice,” Mr Allen said following the Lexington’s discovery.

This is one of seven Douglas TBD-1 Devastator aircraft found with the USS Lexington so far.
There were 2,770 survivors The Lexington, which had been affectionately dubbed "Lady Lex,"
was badly damaged by bombs and torpedoes, but the order to abandon ship was given only after a
secondary explosion set off an uncontrollable fire. Some 216 crew members lost their lives, but
2,770 others were safely evacuated before its sister ship, the destroyer USS Phelps, fired torpedoes to send it to the bottom of the ocean. Allen said on his Twitter account that the ship went
down with 35 planes, 11 of which had been found so far by his expedition. Allen has said he undertakes such ventures in part to honour his father, who served in World War II, by finding and preserving the artefacts of that conflict. News of the discovery evoked another father-son relationship, as the current commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet offered his congratulations. "As the son
of a survivor of the USS Lexington, I offer my congratulations to Paul G Allen and the expedition
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crew of Research Vessel (R/V) Petrel for locating the 'Lady Lex,' sunk nearly 76 years ago at the
Battle of the Coral Sea," Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr. said. "We honour the valour and sacrifice of
the Lady Lex's Sailors. IT was the day that decided Australia’s fate. Japan had crushed the US
battleship fleet at Pearl Harbor. It had swept Britain, the United States, the Netherlands and
Australia aside in South East Asia. Britain barely held on to Ceylon by the skin of its teeth. Now a
Japanese invasion fleet was advancing on Port Moresby, on Papua New Guinea’s southern coast. It
was feared this would cut Australia off from the United States. But the Japanese had another
goal in mind. It wanted to finish the job it had started at Pearl Harbor. It wanted to entice the
remnants of the Australian and United States navies — along with its aircraft carriers — into an
ambush. It almost worked. A running battle ensued between May 4 and 8, 1942. Two US aircraft
carriers, USS Lexington and Yorktown, led the Allied resistance. The Lexington was critically
damaged. Despite the best effort of its crew, it was reduced to a burning wreck. It had to be
scuttled. Now, 76 years after it settled to the bottom, it’s been found. And it’s in a remarkably
well-preserved condition. Soon-to-be US ambassador to Australia, US Pacific Commander Admiral
Harry Harris says he is elated at the find. “As the son of a survivor of the USS Lexington, I offer
my congratulations to Paul Allen and the expedition crew of Research Vessel Petrel for locating
the ‘FINAL BATTLE
USS Lexington was the first fleet aircraft carrier to be sunk by opposing carrier aircraft in
World War II (though Britain’s much smaller HMS Hermes had been sunk by Japanese dive bombers a few weeks earlier). It was a totally new concept in warfare. While fleets had played wargames involving aircraft carriers in the decades between World War I and II, the reality of their
power — and vulnerability — had yet to be felt. Britain’s aircraft carrier experience between 1939
and 1942 had been very different. It had been fighting against land-based bombes in the narrow
waters of the North Sea and Mediterranean. Several valuable ships had been sunk by submarine
and warships. HMS Illustrious had barely survived a Stuka dive-bombing attack off Malta. Lady
Lex’,” he said.

The heavy cruiser HMAS Australia at the time of the Battle of the Coral Sea.
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But, as neither Germany nor Italy had aircraft carriers of their own, such a clash had not been on
the cards. So when the USS Lexington and Yorktown went up against the IJN Shokaku and Shoho,
it was a fight like no other that had gone before. Lexington was big. But she was also relatively
old. She had initially been intended to be built as an enormous, fast, battlecruiser. But treaties
put paid to that idea part way through her construction. So, instead of wasting the partially completed hull, she was converted to an aircraft carrier. At Coral Sea, both sides detected each other. Both sides launched strike groups. The US aircraft had difficulty finding their targets. The
Japanese did not. USS Yorktown took one bomb hit. The Lexington took two torpedoes and two
bombs. “Lady Lex” was left heeling heavily, with fires raging out of control along her length. There
was hope to save the ship: her engines remained intact. But nothing could stop the fires.

HMAS Hobart under Japanese air attack during the Battle of the Coral Sea.
Eventually the flames found areas filled with fuel fumes that had seeped out of their containers
because of the shock of the hits. Lexington was rocked by another two explosions and erupted
into a fireball. After six hours battling to save the ship, USS Lexington had to be abandoned.
Some 2770 crew were rescued. But 216 went down with their ship. An escorting destroyer was
given the task of putting the wounded aircraft carrier out of its misery. It was the first battle in
history where ships of neither fleet had set eyes on each other.

The doomed aircraft carrier USS "
Lexington"burns during the Battle of Coral Sea.
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A plate of steel with writing intact among the wreckage of the USS Lexington.
SACRIFICE AND GAIN
Both sides declared the Battle of the Coral Sea a victory. Both were right. It was a Japanese tactical victory. They had sunk more ships than they had lost. But it wasn’t enough. Strategically, the
US and Australia had turned the invasion force back. But, more importantly, the allies had also inflicted losses on Japanese ships, aircraft and aircrew. “As we look back on our Navy throughout its
history, we see evidence of an incredible amount of heroism and sacrifice,” retired US Navy Rear
Admiral Sam Cox says on Allen’s website. “The actions of Sailors from our past inspire us today. So
many ships, so many battles, so many acts of valour help inform what we do now.” Admiral Harris
said the Lexington represented the strength of the US-Australian alliance. “We help secure the
peace in the Indo Pacific today alongside our allies and partners, including Australia, where I am
currently visiting to meet with my counterparts and reinforce our amazing alliance,” “I’ll visit the
Australian War Memorial to honour those Australians who also paid the ultimate sacrifice in defending freedom across the globe.” Japan, for its part, lost the light carrier Shoho. And the fleet
carrier Shokaku came out of the clash heavily damaged. Significantly, Japan was not in a position to
quickly replace them. The sea battle is also famous for being the first in which the opposing ships
did not come in sight of each other, carrying out their attacks with carrier-launched aircraft. Allen's teams have made several previous important shipwreck discoveries, including three other U.S.
Navy vessels, an Italian destroyer, and the Japanese battleship Musashi.

This special edition of WVCG “BARTREAD” commemorates the battle of the Coral Sea off the coast of Queensland, 4-8 May 1942.
It would have been devastating for Australia. Had we lost the
battle. We remember the sacrifices made those brave sailors of
USS LEXINGTON sunk 500 miles off Queensland coast.
EDITOR/PUBLISHER: Tony VAN RHODA.
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Allen's teams have made several previous important shipwreck discoveries, including
three other U.S. Navy vessels, an Italian destroyer, and the Japanese battleship Musashi.

The ship that found the Lexington, the Research Vessel Petrel, has equipment capable of diving to 6,000 metres
(about three and a half miles). It was deployed in early 2017 in the Philippine Sea before moving to the Coral
Sea off the Australian Queensland Coast.
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FOR SALE NOTICE
SHOULD MEMBERS HAVE ANY ITEMS FOR SALE THEY WISH LISTED IN BARTEAD.
PLEASE FORWARD DETAILS WITH A PHOTOGRAPH BY EMAIL TO THE EDITOR AT;
gumbrae44@tpg.com.au REMEMBER IT IS YOUR MAGAZINE SO USE OUR FACILTIES.

TYRES FOR SALE
FOUR TYRES 700 X 16 s/h FIRESTONE BRAND $200 FOR THE FOUR.
FIVE 900X16 MICHLEN TYRES—SUIT DODGE WEAPONS CARRIER
ABOUT 25% $100 EACH
CONTACT FRANK; MOBILE; 0418 828 747

ITEMS FOR SALE
KEVIN TIPLER HAS THE FOLLOWING ITEMS FOR SALE

2 X JEEP CRANKSHAFTS ( NEED A GRIND ) FOR $40 EACH
IF ANYONE IS INTERESTED PLEASE GIVE KEVIN A CALL.
MOBILE: 0403 267 294

or

EMAIL: kevintipler.kt@gmail.com

A SPECIAL REQUEST
DON’T THROW AWAY THOSE OLD USED JEEP BARTREAD TYRES. RICK SHEARMAN
WILL TAKE THEM OFF YOUR HANDS. IT DOESN’T MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE WHAT
CONDITION THE TYRES ARE IN AS LONG AS THEY ARE NOT HOLED OR CRACKED.
CALL RICK SHEARMAN on 0408 835 018 or EMAIL: rickshearman@bigpond.com
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WVCG SPECIAL EVENS FOR 2018
WVCG MONTHLY MEETINGS
ARE HELD AT THE TOWER HOTEL, MAGILL SA ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH Starting 1900 HR’S. MEALS AVAILABLE, ORDER
AT THE BAR AND WILL BE SERVED IN THE MEETING ROOM.

BAROSSA VALLEY WINERIES
TOUR SATURDAY 21 APRIL 2018
President; Kevin TIPLER has organised a
winery tour through the Barossa Valley on
21st April 2018. We will meet at the Williamstown Café at )900 Hr’s for Coffee,
then visit a winery before lunch at Pindarie.
After lunch a scenic drive , another winery
and finishing up at Tony Luke’s for afternoon
tea. A good day is envisaged for all those
attending and we are looking for a good
turnout of club members. Editor/Publisher.
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